About the Nanto Bank Group

Nara Prefecture’s Potential and Challenges

Potential and challenges for Nara Prefecture,
the Nanto Bank Group’s primary market

The Kinki region, centered on Osaka Prefecture and the Nanto Bank Group’s primary region of operation, is

one of Japan’s three major metropolitan areas. Each prefecture in the region has its own unique and fascinating
history that remains fully alive today.

Nara Prefecture, in particular, the site of our head office, is distinguished as Japan’s first capital and home to an
abundant wealth of historical and scenic sites and historic buildings dating back to the 8th century. These attract
many visitors to Nara from across Japan and around the world. Given its strong geographical and human ties
with neighboring prefectures and easy access to major cities in the Kansai region, moreover, further development
through wide-area collaboration is anticipated. At the same time, the region has not yet fully capitalized on the
immense appeal and value of its own abundant local natural and cultural resources.
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Transportation network offering convenient connections with neighboring prefectures
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We recognize that the key challenges for ensuring Nara Prefecture’s sustainable growth include a shift from day-trip
tourism to overnight tourism, reinforcing the economic cycle in the prefectural economy, promoting the return of talented
human capital to the region, and ensuring the sustainability of local industries.

At the same time, these challenges contain opportunities to transform local resources into new added value and promote
further development of the regional economy.

With Nara Prefecture’s operating environment in mind, our Banking Group has identified priority themes as “materialities,”
and has begun working with the local community to solve challenges and create value.
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